
TOWN OF FARMVILLE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES 

CHAPTER 19 – RECREATION  
AND PARKS 

 
 
 

Section 1.0 DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 
 

1.1 Definitions 
 

 1.1.1 Recreation, for the purpose of this ordinance, is defined to mean 
those activities which fall within the general classification areas 
of:  The arts; drama; crafts; athletics; sports and games; dance; 
hobbies; music; nature and outing; reading; writing; linguistics; 
social recreation; special community events and special activities; 
volunteer services; and recreation travel. 

 
1.1.2 Structures and Areas, for the purpose of this ordinance, are 

defined to mean the outdoor and indoor areas and structures on or 
in which people derive opportunity for the pursuit of happiness 
through recreation, whether or not these areas and structures are 
owned, leased, borrowed, controlled, or operated within or 
outside of the corporate limits or boundary of local governmental 
unit(s). 

 
1.1.3 Unit, for the purpose of this ordinance, means Town of Farmville. 
 
1.1.4 Administrator, for the purpose of this ordinance, means the Town 

Manager or other person to whom is delegated the administrative 
duties and responsibilities of the unit. 

 
1.1.5 Governing Body, for the purpose of this ordinance, means the 

Town Board. 
 
1.1.6 Committee, means the advisory recreation body to the 

Department, Manager and Governing Body. 
 
 

1.2 Creation of Department 
 

 There is hereby created a department to be known as the Department of Recreation and 
Parks which shall function directly under the Town Manager. 
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1.3 Duties and Powers 
 

 The Department of Recreation and Parks shall have complete supervision of the 
structures, areas and all activities conducted on or connected with the parks, 
playgrounds, water areas, athletic fields, recreation centers, and other recreation 
facilities which are provided, shall have the power to conduct any wholesome form of 
recreation or cultural activity on or about these premises, shall have the poser to develop 
and enforce regulations as to use and as to fees and charges for areas, structures, or 
activities of the Department. 

 
1.4 Administration 

 
 The position of Director of Recreation and Parks is hereby created.  The executive for 

the Department shall be the Director of Recreation and Parks for the unit who shall 
work with the Administrator as one of his department heads (Chapter 2, Section 
3.2.3.7). 
 

1.5 Director’s Responsibilities 
 

 The Director of Recreation shall be responsible for the following: 
1.5.1 Administration and supervision of Department personnel; 
 
1.5.2 Administration and supervision of Department use of funds and 

equipment; 
 
1.5.3 Administration and supervision of the Department recreation 

program; 
 
1.5.4 Organization and conduct of recreation activities; 
 
1.5.5 Maintenance and upkeep of all areas, facilities and 

equipment; 
 
1.5.6 Public information and public relations; 
 
1.5.7 Representation of the Department at local, state and national 

functions and professional meetings; 
 
1.5.8 Assistance in the securing of financial support for the 

Department; 
 
1.5.9 Adherence to Department, Recreation Board, and unit policies 

and regulations; (Amended December 4, 1984) 
 
1.5.10 Arranging for the preparation of and for keeping current a long-

range plan of recreation program, of area and structure acquisition 
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and development, in the following of such plan and; 
 
1.5.11 Such other functions of public regulation and control as may be 

within the policy of the unit, and approved by ordinance. 
(Amended December 4, 1984) 

 
1.6 Reports 

 
 The Director of Recreation and Parks shall make the following reports: 

1.6.1 A monthly summary of the unit's recreation activities, to the 
Recreation Board and to the Town Manager; 

 
1.6.2 A brief monthly and comprehensive annual community recreation 

activities report including all phases of Department activity, all 
Department-associated and other private and commercial 
community recreation activities, to be made to the Recreation 
Board and, through the Town Manager to the Governing Body of 
the unit; 

 
1.6.3 Brief, monthly and comprehensive annual financial reports to the 

Recreation Board and, in line with policies of the unit, to the 
Town Manager and the Governing Body of the unit; 

 
1.6.4 Other reports to be submitted to the Recreation Board and to the 

Town Manager (as requested or deemed necessary) may be on:  
safety hazards, defective equipment and dangerous conditions, 
damaged and destroyed property, and accidents occurring on or 
within recreation areas and facilities.  A report of his analysis of 
Department financial needs, receipts, and disbursements 
submitted to the Recreation Board, for its consideration and 
assistance, as the Department's annual budgetary request is made 
to the Town Manager and to the Governing Body of the unit. (1.6 
Amended December 4, 1984) 

 
Section 2 FARMVILLE RECREATION COMMISSION 

 
2.1 Commission Created 

 
 There shall be a Farmville Recreation Commission to assist the Board of commissioners 

and the Town Manager in the design and execution of the most appropriate form of 
recreation for all citizens, regardless of age, or talent, that meets or exceeds what the 
community has the right to expect.  This Commission will serve as the primary vehicle 
to deliver the Town’s recreation to its citizens. 
 
Its mission shall be to provide recreational activities, both athletic and non-athletic, to 
all age groups and all citizens thereby improving the quality of life in Farmville while 
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meting the needs of the community and gaining the maximum involvement of the 
citizens of Farmville 
 

2.2 Appointed, Purpose of Division 
 

 The Commission shall consist of 15 members, including 5 from the Community 
Division, 6 from the Youth Division and 4 from the Adult Division.  This will make up 
the Executive Committee of the Commission.   
 
The Community Division will be comprised of a cross-section of the Community.  The 
five (5) members of the Community Division will be appointed by the Mayor and 
approved by the Farmville Board of Commissioners.  The Community Division will 
focus its attention on long range objectives, facilities improvements, and recreational 
opportunities across all age levels.  It shall provide input to the Executive Committee 
with the objective to achieve the appropriate balance between the other divisions.  All 
five members of the Community Division will sit on the Executive Committee of the 
Commission. 
 
The Youth Division will be responsible for the coordination and direction of youth 
related recreational activities, i.e., Little League Baseball, Girl’s Softball, Youth 
Football, and Basketball.  The six (6) members of the Youth Division will be appointed 
by the existing Farmville Youth Programs Board.  All six members of the Youth 
Division will sit on the Executive Committee of the Commission. 
 
The Adult Division will be responsible for the coordination and direction of adult 
recreational activities, i.e., Church Softball, Adult Basketball and Volleyball.  The four 
(4) members of the Adult Division will be appointed by the Mayor and approved by the 
Farmville Board of Commissioners.  All four members of the Adult Division will sit on 
the Executive Committee of the Commission. 
 
Each division may have additional members, but each division is restricted to the 
number of voting members on the Executive Committee of the Recreation Commission 
as cited above. 
 

2.3 Terms 
 

 Each member shall be appointed for staggered three year terms.  For the Youth 
Division, three of the initial appointments shall be for two years, and the other three 
appointments shall be for three years.  For the adult division, two of the initial 
appointments shall be for two years, and the other two appointments shall be for three 
years.  For the Community Division, three of the initial appointments shall be for two 
years, and the other two appointments shall be for three years. 
 
Each member shall hold office until his/her successor has been appointed and qualified, 
but shall serve no more than two full consecutive terms.  Any vacancy in the 
membership shall be filled for the unexpired term which shall not count as a full term.  
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Vacancies for the unexpired terms shall be promptly filled.   
 

2.4 Removal 
 

 An appointed member forfeits membership on the Commission if he/she is absent 
without excuse for more than three consecutive regular meetings, or more than half of 
the Commission’s meetings in any twelve month period.  The Farmville Board of 
Commissioners may remove any Commission member for incapacity, unfitness, 
misconduct or neglect of duty.  All members serve without compensation, except for 
reimbursement for official travel expenses to conferences and workshops. 
 

2.5 Meetings 
 

 Commission meetings shall be held on a monthly basis unless when determined 
otherwise by the Commission.  The Chairman of the Commission, or in his/her absence, 
the Vice-Chairman, may call a special meeting of the Commission at any time by giving 
each member 24 hour notice.  Special meetings will be scheduled upon request by six 
(6) or more Commission members.  A quorum of the Commission shall be in attendance 
before action of an official nature can take place. 
 

2.6 Officers 
 

 There shall be a Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary of the Commission.  An 
annual election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be held by the Commission 
members and shall occur at the regular monthly meeting in July.  Officers shall serve for 
one year from election, with eligibility for re-election.  Officers shall take office at the 
subsequent next regular meeting.  In the event an officer is unable to complete his/her 
term, a replacement to fill the unexpired term shall be elected by the members at the 
next regular meeting.  
 

2.7 Officer’s Duties 
 

 The Chairman shall preside at all meetings and sign all documents relating to action 
taken by the Commission.  The Chairman shall appoint sub-committees, including a 
nominating committee composed of three (3) Commission members.  A nominating 
committee shall be appointed at least thirty (30) days prior to the July meeting, and shall 
prepare a single slate of nominees, from the membership of the Commission for the 
offices of the Commission. The Parks and Recreation Director shall serve as Secretary.  
The Chairman is a voting member in all instances. 
 

2.8 Quorum 
 

 A quorum for conducting official business of the Commission shall be 8 members. 
(Amended 01/15/01) 
 

2.9 Powers and Duties of Commission 
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 The Recreation Commission shall have the following powers and duties. 

 
1. To formulate and adopt programs, policies, and regulations for the operation of 

all recreational programs for the Town of Farmville.  Such programs, policies 
and regulations are subject to review by the Farmville Board of 
Commissioners. 

 
2. To make recommendations to the Board of Commissioners concerning 

improvements to parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, or other recreational 
areas or structures, and for the equipping and staffing of such buildings and 
structures as may be necessary to the recreation programs within the funds 
available. 

 
3. To make recommendations concerning fees, charges and annual budgets of the 

Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
4. To develop and carry out special fund-raising efforts to support improvements 

or alterations to parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, or the recreational areas 
or structures. 

 
5. To submit on or before April 15 of each year, to the Board of Commissioners a 

written report of its activities, and any special requests that will impact the 
Town’s July 1 - June 30 fiscal budget. 

 
6. To generally inform the Board of Commissioners and the Town Manager 

concerning the operations of the Parks and Recreation Department and provide 
functional direction to the Recreation Director to fulfill the obligations to the 
Town Board of Commissioners as outlined in Section 2.1. 

 
7. To adopt such rules and procedures for its own operations as may be necessary 

and which conforms to this ordinance and state law. 
(Section 2.0 amended 06/01/99) 

 
Section 3 FINANCE 

 
3.1 Grants, Gifts, Bequests, Contributions 

 
 The Recreation Board may recommend acceptance, to the Governing Body of the unit, 

of any proper grant, gift, bequest or donation of any personal or other property offered 
or made for recreation purposes and, with the Governing Body's approval, may accept 
any grant, gift, or devise of real estate.  Any gift, bequest of money or of other personal 
or real property, or any grant or devise shall be held, by the Department, used and 
finally disposed of in accordance with the terms or donations under which such grant, 
gift or devise is made and accepted.  (Amended December 4, 1984) 
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3.2 Appropriations and Revenues 
 

 The Manager and the Governing Body of the Town shall receive the annual budget 
recommendations of the Board and the request of the Recreation Department and shall 
appropriate an annual budget to be used in defraying the costs and expenses of the 
operation of the Recreation Department.  These funds will be expended in a manner to 
further promote the health, happiness, safety, moral and economic interest of the 
citizens of the community through planned recreation services, recreation areas, 
community recreation coordination, recreation structures and programs. 
 
Appropriated monies for the Recreation Department may be from general fund revenues 
derived as profit of a local sale of power; from water, sewerage or other charges and 
fees; from all tax sources permitted under the State Recreation Enabling Act; from 
monies from any local, general fund sources other than taxation; from profits derived 
through any operation conducted by the unit; from all profits of Department revenue-
producing activities; and from any gift, bequest, grant, or devise made to the unit, the 
Recreation Board and/or Department. (Amended December 4, 1984) 
 

3.3 Expenditures; Fiscal Year 
 

 The funds appropriated by the Governing Body and budgeted to the Recreation 
Department shall be disbursed by the finance officer of the unit in the same manner as 
are funds for other departments of the unit, within the budgeted funds of the 
Department.  Funds received from revenue producing activities of the Department shall 
be deposited with the unit's finance officer to the credit of the Department and shall be 
disbursed by the Town's finance officer, in the same manner as those monies 
appropriated to the Recreation Department by the unit.  All funds from other than unit-
appropriated sources shall be deposited by the unit to the credit of and for the use of the 
Department and shall be disbursed as are other unit-appropriated monies except that 
funds received from (l) gifts, bequests or from other than the unit's general fund such as 
(2) revenues produced by the Department or (3) from recreation tax sources of the unit, 
shall be disbursed in accordance with the terms of the voted tax and/or of such gift or 
bequest. 
 

3.4 Contracts and Other Obligations 
 

 The Board shall have no authority to enter into any contract or incur any obligation 
binding upon the Town other than current obligations or contracts to be fully executed 
within the current fiscal year and all within the budget appropriations made by the 
Board of Commissioners. (Amended December 4, 1984) 
 

Section 4 PLANNING 
 

4.1 Master Plan 
 

 The Recreation Department shall take the necessary steps (by employing a professional 
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recreation planner or in some other acceptable manner) to create a scientifically 
developed long-range plan for the proper and adequate acquisition of recreation areas 
and the development of recreation facilities, structures and program for the present and 
future needs of the citizens of the unit.  In such a process the recreation wishes and 
needs of all citizens will be taken into account.  All existing, publicly-owned areas and 
facilities will be studied from the standpoint of their best potential uses for recreation 
purposes and will be made to realize their full value as recreation resources, but the 
economic values and functional efficiency of recreation developed, owned and operated 
areas and facilities shall not be overlooked. 
 
The master, long-range local recreation plan will be so developed that it will include 
much more than a survey of existing areas and facilities, and of future needs in these 
categories.  It will, also, recognize the values of a broad, basic recreation program of 
competent leadership, of a constant process of analysis of needs and opportunities for 
recreation services, and of a continuous refinement and revision of details of the long-
range plan for which experience and the changing local needs will reveal the need.  
Professional planning assistance may be secured, from time-to time, to assist in bringing 
the long-range plan up to date where such is found to be in the interest of local, 
community recreation. 
 
The Recreation Board shall be responsible for giving active advisory and public 
relations assistance in the development of a priority schedule of recreation land and 
water area acquisition, of recreation structure and program development, and for proper 
and effective meshing of the recreation plan and action with that of other aspects of 
community development, and of the unit's governmental growth and expansion. 
 

4.2 Planning Liaison 
 

 The Recreation Board shall select one of its members to meet with the unit's planning 
and zoning bodies at all times when the planning body meets so that recreation needs 
will be weighed when matters are considered which will have impact upon the present 
or future recreation potentials of the unit.  These matters will include recreation 
planning, in unit action and in sub-division recommendations, in all proposals for 
annexation and in all suggestions and action for acquisition, release or other temporary 
or permanent disposition of unit-owned lands and structures.  Any of these resources 
may be turned over to the Recreation Department, for its use. 
 
The Recreation Board member shall have full recognition on the unit's planning, 
development, and zoning bodies, shall be given adequate notification of all meetings 
and shall be given opportunity to present the suggestions and needs of recreation for the 
proper and adequate consideration by these planning, development and zoning bodies, 
and to actively assist in the presentation to and the support of their findings with the 
Governing Body of the unit. 
 

4.3 Report to Board of Commissioners 
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 The Director through the Board shall make full and complete reports to the Board of 
Commissioners at such time as may be requested and at such other times as the Director 
and Board may deem proper.  (Section 4 Amended December 4, 1984) 
 

Section 5 CONDUCT IN PARKS 
 

5.1 Definitions 
 

 For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words, and their 
derivations shall have the meaning given herein.  When not inconsistent with the 
context, words used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural number 
include the singular number, and words in the singular number include the plural 
number.  The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely directory. 
 

5.1.1 Town is the Town of Farmville. 
 
5.1.2 Director is a person immediately in charge of any park area and 

its activities, and to whom all park attendants of such area are 
responsible. 

 
5.1.3 Park is a park, reservation, playground, beach, recreation center 

or any other area in the Town, owned or used by the Town, and 
devoted to active or passive recreation. 

 
5.1.4 Person is any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, 

company or organization of any kind. 
 
5.1.5 Vehicle is any wheeled conveyance, whether motor powered, 

animal drawn, or self-propelled.  The term shall include any 
trailer in tow of any size, kind or description.  Exception is made 
for baby carriages and vehicles in the service of the Town parks. 

 
5.2 Parks Property 

 
 5.2.1 Disfiguration and Removal.  Willfully mark, deface, disfigure, 

injure, tamper with, or displace or remove, any building, bridges, 
tables, benches, fireplaces, railings, paving or paving material, 
water lines or other public utilities or parts or appurtenances 
thereof, signs, notices or placards whether temporary or 
permanent, monuments, stakes, posts, or other boundary markers, 
or other structures or equipment, facilities or park property or 
appurtenances whatsoever, either real or personal. 

 
5.2.2 Restrooms and Washrooms.  Fail to cooperate in maintaining 

restrooms and washrooms in a neat and sanitary condition.  No 
person over the age of 6 years shall use the restrooms and 
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washrooms designated for the opposite sex. 
 
5.2.3 Removal or Damage of Natural Resources.  Dig, or remove any 

soil, rock, stones, trees, shrubs or plants, down-timber or other 
wood or materials, or make any excavation by tool, equipment, 
blasting, or other means or agency.  Damage, cut, carve, or 
transplant trees, shrubs, or other plantings, dig or destroy grass 
areas. 

 
5.2.4 Erection of Structures.  Construct or erect any building or 

structure of whatever kind, whether permanent or temporary in 
character, or run or string any public service utility into, upon or 
across such lands, except on permission issued by the Recreation 
and Parks Director. 

 
5.3 Sanitation 

 
 No person in a park shall: 

 
5.3.1 Refuse and Trash.  Have brought in or shall dump, deposit or 

leave any bottles, broken glass, ashes, paper, boxes, cans dirt, 
rubbish, waste, garbage, refuse, or other trash.  No such refuse or 
trash shall be placed in any waters in or contiguous to any park or 
left anywhere on the grounds thereof, but shall be placed in the 
proper receptacles where these are provided; where receptacles 
are not so provided, all such rubbish or waste shall be carried 
away from the park by the person responsible for its presence, and 
properly disposed of elsewhere. 

 
5.4 Traffic 

 
 No person in a park shall: 

 
5.4.1 Motor Vehicle Laws.  Fail to comply with all applicable 

provisions of the state and municipal vehicles traffic laws in 
regard to equipment and operation of vehicles together with such 
regulations as are contained in this and other ordinances. 

 
5.4.2 Enforcement of Traffic Regulations.  Fail to obey all traffic 

officers and park employees, such persons being hereby 
authorized and instructed to direct traffic whenever and wherever 
needed in the parks and on the highways, streets or roads 
immediately adjacent thereto in accordance with the provisions of 
these regulations and such supplementary regulations as may be 
issued subsequently by the Director. 
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5.4.3 Obey Traffic Signs.  Fail to observe carefully all traffic signs 
indicating speed, direction, caution, stopping, or parking, and all 
others posted for proper control and to safeguard life and 
property. 

 
5.4.4 Vehicles Confined to Roads.  Drive any vehicle on any area 

except the paved park roads or parking areas, or such other areas 
as may on occasion be specifically designated as temporary 
parking areas by Director.  No mini-bikes, mopeds, or 
motorcycles may be operated except as permitted on public 
streets or paved park roads. 

 
5.4.5 Parking

5.4.5.1 Designated Areas.  Park a vehicle in other than an 
established or designated parking area, and such use shall 
be in accordance with the posted directions there at and 
with the instructions of any attendant who may be present. 

 
5.4.5.2 Double-Parking.  Double-park any vehicle on any road or 

parkway unless unloading children or directed by a park 
official. 

 
5.4.6 Bicycles

5.4.6.1 Confined to Roads.  Ride a bicycle on other than a paved 
vehicular road or path designated for that purpose.  A 
bicyclist shall be permitted to wheel or push a bicycle by 
hand over any grassy area or wooded trail or on any paved 
area reserved for pedestrian use. 

 
5.4.6.2 Designated Racks.  Leave a bicycle in a place other than a 

bicycle rack when such is provided and there is a space 
available. 

 
5.4.6.3 Hazards.  Leave a bicycle lying on the ground or paving, 

or set against trees, or in any place or position where other 
persons may trip over or be injured by them. 

 
5.5 Duty of Picnicker 

 
 Leave a picnic area before the fire is completely extinguished and before all trash in the 

nature of boxes, papers, cans, bottles, garbage and other refuse is placed in the disposal 
receptacles where provided.  If no such trash receptacles are available, then refuse and 
trash shall be carried away from the park area by the picnicker to be properly disposed 
of elsewhere. 

5.5.1 Games.  Take part in or abet the playing of any games involving 
thrown or otherwise propelled objects such as balls, stones, arrow, 
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javelins or model airplanes except in areas set apart for such 
forms of recreation.  The playing of rough or comparatively 
dangerous games such as football, baseball, and soccer is 
prohibited except on the fields and courts or areas provided 
therefore.  Roller skating or skateboarding shall be confined to 
those areas specifically designated for such pastime. 

 
5.5.2 Horseback Riding.  Ride a horse except on designated bridle 

trails.  Where permitted, horses shall be thoroughly broken and 
properly restrained, and ridden with due care and shall not be 
allowed to graze or go unattended, nor shall they be hitched to 
any rock, tree, or shrub. 

 
5.6 Behavior 

 
 No person in a park shall: 

5.6.1 Intoxicating Beverages
 

5.6.1.1 Prohibition.  Have not brought alcoholic beverages, nor 
shall any person drink alcoholic beverages at any time in 
the park. 

 
5.6.2 Fireworks and Explosives.  Bring, possess, or set off or otherwise 

cause to explode or discharge or burn, any fireworks or 
explosives of inflammable material, or discharge them or throw 
them into any such area from land or highway adjacent thereto:  
This prohibition includes any substance, compound, mixture, or 
article that in conjunction with any other substance or compound 
would be dangerous from any of the foregoing standpoints. 

 
5.6.3 Alms.  Solicit alms or contributions for any purpose, whether 

public or private. 
 
5.6.4 Fires.  Build or attempt to build a fire except in such areas and 

under such regulations as may be designated by the Director.  No 
person shall drop, throw, or otherwise scatter lighted matches, 
burning cigarettes or cigars, tobacco paper or other inflammable 
material, within any park area or on any highway, road or street 
abutting or contiguous thereto. 

 
5.6.5 Closed Areas.  Enter an area posted as "Closed to the Public", nor 

shall any person use, or abet the use of any area in violation of 
posted notices. 

 
5.6.6 Games of Chance.  Gamble, or participant in or abet any game of 

chance, except lawfully conducted bingo games. 
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5.6.7 Loitering and Boisterousness.  Sleep or lounge for protracted 

periods on the seats, or benches, or other areas, or engage in loud, 
boisterous, threatening, abusive, insulting or indecent language, 
or engage in any disorderly conduct or behavior tending to a 
breach of the public peace. 

 
5.6.8 Posted Regulations.  Fail to observe and obey any posted 

regulations or instructions for the use of park grounds or facilities. 
 

5.7 Merchandising, Advertising and Signs 
 

 No person in a park shall: 
 
5.7.1 Vending and Peddling.  Expose or offer for sale any article or 

thing, nor shall he station or place any stand, cart, or vehicle for 
the transportation, sale or display of any such article or thing.  
Exceptions are here made for concessionaires operating under the 
authority and regulation of the Town, for fund-raising, festivals, 
fairs, and similar events conducted by non-profit organizations 
and approved by the Town, and for Town operated sales of 
refreshments or other items. 

 
5.7.2 Signs.  Paste, glue, tack or otherwise post any sign, placard, 

advertisement, or inscription whatever, nor shall any person erect 
or cause to be erected any sign whatever on any public lands or 
highways or roads adjacent to a park. 

 
5.8 Park Operating Policy 

 
 5.8.1 Open.  Except for unusual and unforeseen emergencies, parks 

shall be open to the public every day of the year. 
 
5.8.2 Closed Areas.  Any section or part of any park may be declared 

closed to the public by the Director at any time and for any 
interval of time, either temporarily or at regular and stated 
intervals (daily or otherwise) and either entirely or merely to 
certain uses, as the Director shall find reasonably necessary. 

 
5.9 Enforcement 

 
 5.9.1 Officials.  The Director, park attendant, and police officers shall 

diligently enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
5.9.2 Ejection.  The Director, any park attendant, and police officers 

shall have the authority to eject from the park any person acting in 
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violation of this Ordinance. 
 
5.9.3 Seizure of Property.  The Director, any park attendant, or any 

police officer shall have the authority to seize and confiscate any 
property, thing or device used in the park in violation of this 
Ordinance. 

 
5.9.4 Violations, Misdemeanors.  Violation of this ordinance shall 

constitute a misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to the 
maximum allowed by State law, shall subject the offender to a 
civil penalty to be recovered in a civil action in the nature of debt, 
and may be remedied by an appropriate equitable remedy issuing 
from a court of jurisdiction. 

 
Section 6 DEDICATIO OF PUBLIC PARK 

6.1 That land known as the WALTER B. JONES TOWN COMMON in the Town of 
Farmville and bounded on the East by Main Street, on the North by Horne Avenue, on 
the West by Walnut Street, and on the South by Belcher Street, is hereby dedicated as a 
public park on behalf of the people of Farmville and set aside and restricted to the uses 
hereinafter set forth:  

6.1.1 To be forever known as the Walter B. Jones Town Common, as 
stated by that resolution adopted by the Board of Commissioners 
on October 6, 1981, which is hereby ratified and confirmed. 

 
6.1.2 For the primary purpose of providing for the natural beauty 

provided by trees, shrubs, grasses, flowers, herbs and bushes and 
the placement or construction of monuments, fountains, pools, 
walkways, tables, walls and all structures ancillary to a public 
garden. 

 
6.1.3 For the construction of and maintenance of facilities, indoor and 

outdoor, for recreation sports, the arts, handicrafts, governmental 
functions of every kind, including office space and parking areas, 
and other functions approved by the Town Board. 

 
6.2 It is the intent of the Board of Commissioners to express its belief that the people of the 

Town of Farmville desire to utilize the Town Common as effectively as possible to 
preserve the natural beauty already there, to promote and enhance its further 
development as a peaceful retreat, and as a park setting and to recognize that parts of it 
be desirable for the construction of facilities for the public use.  We would encourage 
that any structures or facilities built on the Common in the future be so placed as to 
preserve all developed park area, and that all plans for development of the common 
must be approved by the FARMVILLE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS prior to 
construction. 
 

6.3 Prohibited Activities 
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Town of Farmville Code of Ordinances – Chapter 19 – Recreations and Parks 

 
 To insure the safety of all persons utilizing the Town Common and to prevent damage 

to the Town Common and its facilities for all to enjoy, the Town must prohibit certain 
activities from the Walter B. Jones Town Common: 

 
6.3.1 The operation or use of any device for recreational purposes that 

transports or propels the occupant or rider by the use of either 
motorized or human power is prohibited.  These devices shall be 
inclusive but not limited to such devices as skates, skateboards, 
roller blades, scooters, bicycles, tricycles, or similar device or toy.  
These devices do not include such devices used to carry or 
transport small children or infants that are pushed, pulled or 
propelled by continual human force by other than the child or 
infant being transported. 

 
6.3.2 The use of the gazebo for any function upon the Town Common 

is prohibited without the prior approval of the Board of 
Commissioners or their designated representative 

 
6.3.3 The introduction of any substance or item into the Millennium 

Fountain is prohibited except that which is done with regard to 
the normal. 

 
6.3.4 The entry of any person or the parts of any person into the 

Millennium Fountain is prohibited except that which is done with 
regard to normal maintenance by designated representatives of the 
Town.   (Section 6.3 Added 12/5/00)   
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